
As graduates of  Lane Tech, we share 

a developmental trajectory based on 

a myrtle and gold pyramid that only a 

Laneite would understand.

PHYSIOLOGICAL NEEDS: I thought the bus 

came every 5 minutes!; What’s with this 

east-west classroom numbering system?; 

Brown bag or cafeteria?; How will I ever 

manage a bathroom break during these 

crazy-short passing periods?

SAFETY NEEDS: Now I’m late and have 

to go the discipline office!; Why do all 

these teachers have such different 

expectations?; I can’t believe I’m flunking 

Electric Shop!; All these rules!

LOVE & BELONGING: I’m going out for the 

team!; I’ll meet you zero period and we’ll 

study together.; International Days are the 

best!; I can’t wait for Homecoming!; Do 

you think they like me?; We won City! 

Belonging is important. Just ask Maslow and his 
“hierarchy of needs”… that tidy little pyramid that attempts 
to make sense of how our species evolves. From the 
bottom up, each layer has a psychological explanation 
for milestones in human development, from the most 
basic, life sustaining needs of food and water, to the lofty 
accomplishments of self-actualization.  

ESTEEM: Happy Graduation!  

SELF-ACTUALIZATION: Lane had a 

real impact on who I am today.; I am 

ready to pay it forward.; Wherever 

you go, whatever you do, remember 

the honor of  Lane!

You belong to an elite group, unlike 

any other. During membership drive 

season we ask that you renew, 

extend, or upgrade your membership 

with the LTAA, and recruit others 

to join. The LTAA can keep us all 

together as we journey up that 

pyramid.

Join, renew or upgrade your 

membership at lanetechalumni.org
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Michelle Weiner ’76

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE

Fellow Alumni,

Every year before awarding LTAA 

scholarships at the Senior Honors Assembly, 

I have the same dialogue with the students 

in the audience. I ask them, “has anyone told 

you in the last few weeks that Lane Tech will 

always be your home?’ which usually elicits 

a resounding “YES” from the crowd. Then I 

officially welcome them into a group that will 

always be their family… the family of  alumni, 

and in particular, the Lane Tech Alumni 

Association.

That sense of  belonging is powerful. It is what 

drives so much of  what we do at the LTAA.  

Our annual membership drive commenced 

in June, continuing through summer. I am 

appealing to each of  our reader-members to 

help us remain a vibrant, intergenerational, 

alumni community by renewing or upgrading 

your membership, and recruiting other  

Lane grads to join us. Memberships make 

great gifts!

The LTAA functions independently from the 

school as an autonomous 501c3 organization, 

and member dues help sustain our operations 

as we support current students and five 

generations of  alumni through a broad range 

of  activities and services. 

Please spread the word, and visit the website 

to renew or upgrade today… and if  you are 

a life member with no renewal required, we 

would happily accept a mid-year donation!

Thank you for helping us continue to build  

one of  the most unique and powerful  

public high school alumni associations  

in the country.

Be fearless and bold!    

Michelle (Millkovic) Weiner, ’76 

President LTAA

Calendar Dates
SEPTEMBER 6, 2019  Golfing for  

Grants  Alumni Golf Outing

SEPTEMBER 19, 2019  Tribe  

Student-Alumni Art Exhibit  

Artists’ Reception

SEPTEMBER 26, 2019  Fall Board  

of Directors Meeting

OCTOBER 19, 2019  Homecoming

Meeting locations and times vary.  
Please check with the alumni  
office for details.
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Do

REUNION 
UPDATES 
LANE TECH 1949ERS +/-
Date & Time: Second Thursday 
of the month in March, June, 
September & December
Information: 11:30 am lunch at 
the Elks Club in Des Plaines, IL. 
The group welcomes any Lane 
Tech graduates to attend their 
quarterly lunchtime meet ups.
Contact: George Haber at  
gfcs@sbcglobal.net

CLASS OF 1954
Date & Time: September 14, 2019 
6 pm
Information: Elks Club in  
Des Plaines, IL
Contact: Jack Richardson at  
jacknnan@twc.com or  
262-770-4188 

CLASS OF 1969
Date & Time: October 12, 2019
Information: School tour in 
morning and Evanston Golf 
Club in evening. Co-Chairmen: 
Jim Ascot, Joe Lawniczak and 
George Efstathiou. If you haven’t 
received past updates by email, 
send your address to get on the 
distribution list. Please send 
contact info you may have on 
other 1969 alumni.
Contact: Joe Lawniczak at  
JLawn99@gmail.com or  
630-287-8627 

CLASS OF 1979
Date & Time: November 9, 2019 
7 pm
Information: The 40th Reunion 
will be held at Edison Park Inn, 
6715 N. Olmsted in Chicago.  
We will also have a warm up  
the night before at 7 pm at the 
same location.
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Ken Ortiz ’76
SIGHTINGS

As you can see from this 
submittal, wearing your 
myrtle and gold can result in 
a “Sighting” even if  you are 
in another country. I wonder 
how many “Sightings” have 
been missed because Laneites 
passed by each other without 
recognition. I will be sure to 
wear my alumni gear as often 
as I can when I am out and 
about so be on the lookout, and 
keep those “Sightings” coming.

When I was stationed in 
Germany, in 1963, I was 
walking down the street in 
Giessen, Germany wearing 
my white Lane sweater. All of  
a sudden an old German man 
exited a bus and ran straight 
at me yelling “Lane Tech! Lane 
Tech!”. When he caught his 
breath he related his story 
to me, all brought on by the 
sighting of  my sweater. My 
friends & I invited him for  
coffee and he told us his tale.

His parents had emigrated 
to the U.S. from Germany 
sometime before World War I. 
He was in the first class at the 
New Lane Tech and graduated 
in 1938. The family then went 
to Germany on vacation, but 
the German government under 
the Nazi regime would not let 
them come back to America.

He was forced to serve in 
the German Army during 
the war, even though he said 
he considered himself  an 
American. After the war he 
decided to stay in Germany. I 
lost track of  him after that and 
don’t remember his name.

What I found interesting was 
the fact that Laneites can be 
found everywhere!

Dale Winblad ’61

Contact: Pete Sremac at  
psremac@sbcglobal.net or our 
Facebook Page: www.facebook.
com/groups/976024419247145/ 

CLASS OF 1989
Date & Time: August 23–24, 
2019
Information: Friday night -  
Meet & Greet TBD 
Saturday evening - Banquet 
dinner and dancing at Drury Lane 
in Oak Brook Terrace, IL. 
Contact: Kim Shed-McLaurin at  
kim_shed@hotmail.com 

CLASS OF 1999
Date & Time: August 10, 2019 
Information: 20 Year Reunion 
Cruise $85 tickets on sale at  
BIT.LY/LTHS1999. Includes a 
3-hour cruise, food buffet,  
1-hour open bar and take  
home momento.
Contact: Annie Rios-Otero at  
riosotero4@aol.com

CLASS OF 2009
Date & Time: August 10, 2019
Contact: Class President  
Sonny Buzdugan at sonny@
buzdugan.org or 773-971-5606.  
Website: www.09reunion.com

CLASS OF 1970
Date & Time: 2020
Contact: Tony Matarrese at  
tony_mat07@hotmail.com or  
619-921-6366

If you are interested in 
organizing a reunion, 
please contact the Alumni 
Association at: alumnioffice@
lanetechalumni.org  
or 773-935-9351 for details.
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Life in the ’60s
On March 16th, the Academic Decathlon team took 2nd at 
the State tournament held at Northeastern Illinois University. 
Competing on the topic of the 1960s, Lane earned 47,682 
points out of the possible 60,000.     ONE OF  

ILLINOIS’ 
BEST!
US News and World Report ranks 

Lane Tech 3rd in Illinois! Despite 

having a larger student body than any 

other high school and more students 

from low-income families, Lane 

continues to excel with rising test 

scores, a solid graduation rate, and 

one of  the most rigorous AP programs 

in the country. Kudos to the faculty 

and administration for continuing to 

find ways to expand curriculum and 

provide an unparalleled education  

to the students at Lane, even when 

their budget per student is less than 

one quarter of  what districts such as  

New Trier receive. Go Lane Go!THE JROTC 
LEADERSHIP & 
ACADEMIC BOWL
JLAB is a mandatory team 

competition for all 1,350 JROTC 

Units in the country. The Lane 

team successfully advanced 

through all rounds of the 

competition and in June, placed 

8th out of 1441 schools at 

the National Championship in 

Washington D.C.  

Five years in a row constitutes a dynasty doesn’t it? Congratulations 
to the girls’ soccer team and head coach Michelle Vale ’01, for bringing 
home yet another City Championship.

SHEROES!
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JROTC LEADERS
JROTC is led by “City Corps” a group of 20 of 
the brightest and best Cadets the city has. The 
group is responsible for planning, resourcing 
and conducting training and social events for 
all 40 JROTC units in Chicago. Cadets who 
aspire to one of these highly-coveted positions 
go through a rigorous selection process 
including written exams and interviews. Lane 
is proud to have six cadets on the City Corps 
Staff next school year. 

Say what?
For the second consecutive year, Lane Tech 

College Prep won the National Association 

for Urban Debate Leagues National 

Championship! Ariana Collazo and Aysia Grey 

bested 42 teams from 21 cities. These young 

women define fearless and bold, which runs 

in the family. Ariana is the niece of alumna 

Melanie Collazo ‘95 and Aysia is the daughter 

of alumna Frances Grey ‘89. With three 

national championships under its belt, Lane  

is now the “winningest” team in the history  

of this twelve-year-old tournament.  

INSIDE 2501
A snapshot of what’s happening at Lane Tech today

A second “Five-peat” was achieved by the Girls’ Lacrosse team after a 

triumphant win over Walter Payton College Prep in the City Championship.

Another Fiver!
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INSPIRING THE YOUTH MOVEMENT
Teacher and Physical Education Department Chair, Matthew Bobek was 

named IAHPERD 2019 “Teacher of  the Year”. The Illinois Association of  

Health, Physical Education, Recreation & Dance recognizes outstanding 

instructional performance and the ability to motivate today’s youth to 

participate in a lifetime of  physical activity. 

The Boys’ Frosh-Soph and Varsity Track teams both 
won City Championships this spring. The Varsity team 
bested second place Whitney Young by more than 100 
points. Congratulations to Coach Roof and the team. 



S
Tonika Johnson is a visual artist/photographer 

from Chicago’s South Side Englewood 

neighborhood. She received her BA in 

Journalism & Photography from Columbia 

College Chicago in 2003, and her MBA from 

National-Louis University in 2005. In 2010, 

she helped co-found Resident Association 

of Greater Englewood (R.A.G.E.). She was 

featured in Chicago Magazine as a 2017 

Chicagoan of the Year for her photography 

of Englewood’s everyday beauty, countering 

its pervasive media coverage of poverty and 

crime. Her “Everyday Englewood,” photography 

was exhibited at Loyola University’s Museum 

of Art (LUMA) in early 2018. Her current 

project, “Folded Map”, visually investigates 

disparities among Chicago residents who live 

at corresponding addresses on the south and 

north sides, while bringing them together to 

have a conversation, was also exhibited at 

LUMA in 2018 from July–October. This year she 

earned a fellowship from the nonprofit Images 

and Voices of Hope to expand her project to the 

West and Northwest Sides. The project invites 

audiences to open a dialogue and question 

how we are all socially impacted by racial and 

institutional conditions that segregate the city. 

Her goal? For individuals to understand how 

our urban environment is structured and  

its impact on our social networks. Visit  

www.tonikaj.com to learn more. All this,  

and the mother to an 8th grader and  

Lane Tech junior!

TONIKA  
JOHNSON ’97
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LTAA: Did attending Lane influence what you are 

doing today?

TJ: Attending Lane from 1993-97 had a deep impact on 

what I would come to know as my world view. It exposed 

me to the many nationalities and races that exist in 

Chicago. My commute to school was equally impactful 

and planted the seeds for what is “Folded Map” today. It 

helped me understand Chicago’s grid map and showed 

me the inequitable transformation of landscape from 

my neighborhood to the next. I learned about Chicago’s 

Latino population, that there were black kids like me who 

lived on the West Side, I learned about Filipino culture 

and black students with parents from other countries like 

Belize, Jamaica, Panama, and we built bridges through 

our friendships despite segregation; that experience was 

a major factor in my Folded Map and other photography 

projects I work on today.

LTAA: Can you recall a favorite teacher or class  

at Lane?

TJ: My favorite was my division teacher Mr. Bertenshaw. 

He was so nice, we felt very comfortable with him because 

he treated us like people he enjoyed. He laughed at our 

jokes and was very relatable. I had him for English and his 

passion for it made English interesting. Overall, he viewed 

us as actual individuals with a real perspective that he 

respected—he listened to us.  

LTAA: You are currently the parent of a rising senior 

at Lane. Does your perspective as a Lane parent vary 

greatly from your student recollections?

TJ: I want my daughter to have the same academic 

experiences I did. Now that I am a parent I am looking at 

how to be more involved but had I not attended Lane, it 

might have been a challenge to navigate. I’ve also learned 

the importance of  advocating for your child.

LTAA: Since students hail from all over the city, do you 

think we would find any “map twins” at Lane if we did 

a search? 

TJ: Totally! Anyone in Edgewater or Andersonville or part 

of  Rogers Park would have the potential to be a map twin.

LTAA: Is your work in the Englewood community 

motivated by a sense of belonging?

TJ: Englewood is my home. I grew up there, made my first 

friends there and where I feel I belong even though I was the 

weird art kid. All of our families knew each other. You know 

the dominant narrative about Englewood is not the truth. 

There are so many people who had the same experience as 

me: a working class life. My grandmother came to Chicago 

from Missouri and saved money for seven years to purchase 

the building that housed our whole extended family. My work 

honors her pursuit to make a better life for us.

LTAA: What is next for your work in community-

building and in art?

TJ: After the West Side version of Folded Map, my next 

project is centered on the youth experience in Chicago.  

When I was young I felt like the entire city was mine. 

Youth today do not have that feeling and I want to talk to 

them about that. I want to talk to young people of color to 

learn where they feel unwelcome, and to white kids about 

segregation and how that affects them. I want to talk to 

young people about how our city’s landscape contributes to 

belonging— where they feel like they do and don’t belong, 

and how they are viewed. After that I want to make the 

Englewood Art Center happen!

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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On the evening of May 22nd, 
Lane alumni peppered 
the Wrigleyville pregame 
venues like poppy seeds 
on a Chicago-style hot dog 
bun. Nearly 600 graduates, 
family, and friends showed 
up to watch the Cubs play 
the Phillies and celebrate 
Lane Alumni Night at the 
ballpark. The on-field color 
guard received an unusually 
big reaction from the stands, 
because it was the Lane 
JROTC! “Welcome Lane 
Alumni” was also splashed 
across the jumbotron  
mid-game, and the 6th 
inning “Legends” feature, 
highlighting the career of 
Lane alumnus, Phil Cavaretta 
also elicited cheers from the 
myrtle and gold fans. Even 
our hot dog vendor was a 
Lane alum!

The game was pretty 
impressive too. Despite  
an early 3-run deficit, the 
Cubs battled back with home 
runs by Rizzo and Baez, 
and Albert Almora Jr.’s first 
career grand slam, ending 
the evening with an 8-4 win. 
Great game, great fans,  
great fun!

On April 26th, a thirsty 

group of  alumni met 

for a Clocktower Club 

at the Hofbräuhaus in 

Rosemont, Illinois to 

raise a stein and enjoy 

some myrtle and gold 

camaraderie. Next 

up will be a special 

Homecoming tailgate 

tent in October. Check 

the website or LTAA 

social media channels 

for updates.

GO LANE GO!
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Military Bowl 
The LTAA affinity group, “The Cavalry” launched with a 

fundraiser for Lane’s JROTC on May 18th at Diversey 

Bowl in Chicago. A great group of  JROTC alums, their 

families and current cadets came out to bowl, purchase 

the inaugural T-shirt and get acquainted. The group is 

enthusiastic about supporting Colonel Cogdall and the 

high-performing cadets at Lane.  

OOM  
PAH  
PAH!

WRIGLEY 
INVASION!



The 16,000 fans at Sloan Park meant a packed 

house at the Cubs vs. Sox game on March 3rd. 

And we helped! One hundred eight excited alumni, 

family and friends came together to cheer on their 

favorite Chicago team and express their Lane Tech 

loyalty. Several alums donned their letterman sweaters, 

brought their yearbooks for classmates to sign, and 

flashed their class rings while comparing personal 

stories. While most of  our crowd hailed from Arizona 

or Illinois, others traveled from California, Colorado, 

Wisconsin, Nevada and New Mexico to experience 

what has grown to feel as much like a family reunion 

as it does an alumni event. Glorious weather and an 

extended 8-run second inning gave everyone time to 

catch up, and in the end the Cubs emerged with a  

12-4 win. Thanks go out to our LTAA Vice President, 

Jim Guerin ’72 for coordinating logistics with Sloan 

Park, and Director Joanna Perez ’95 along with her 

husband, super-volunteer Ron Perez ’89, for hosting. 

SPRING TRAINING

Trailblazing Women
“What is drafting?” asked one student. The panel of  

women rolled their eyes and gave a collective groan. 

That was just one of  the intergenerational surprises 

that arose on March 19th during a lively panel 

discussion between six of  the first women to attend 

Lane, and students currently enrolled in the “Women 

in Literature” class. In an ironic gender reversal, about 

50 female and 2 male students listened intently to 

the stories of  the panelists: Cisley Celmer ’74, Leslie 

Jackson and Carolyn Almennigen ’75, Maya Ramirez 

and Michelle Weiner ’76, and Kelly Chesney ’77 in the 

2nd annual Trailblazers event celebrating Women’s 

History Month. In addition to their personal accounts 

of  applying to and being admitted to Lane, the 

panelists described the range of  reactions from male 

classmates and the faculty, the value of  shop classes, 

and the horrendous gym suits girls were required 

to wear n the seventies. The room gasped when an 

original gym suit was unveiled for all to see, but no 

offers to model the vintage artifact manifested. It 

appears that Lane students are as smart as their  

test scores indicate! 
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COMINGS AND GOINGS
IN MEMORIAM

My fellow Lane Tech Alumni,

“What do I get for the $20?” It’s a fair question and one that I 

receive often when discussing membership dues with alumni.  

There are many ways to answer this question, including the 

typical sales pitch that makes renewing membership sound 

better than an all-expense paid vacation to a private island.  

However, after three years with the LTAA, my answer has 

changed and it may surprise you.

“You get nothing,” I answer and immediately hear laughter 

on the other end of  the line. I laugh in return. Having 

disarmed the caller, now the real conversation can begin. 

“The membership dues are essentially a donation.” We run 

a lean ship at the LTAA with myself  as the only “part-time” 

staff  member and a Board who volunteers countless hours 

of  personal time. The membership dues are key in putting 

an office roof  over our heads and paying our operational 

costs as an organization. They impact every single alumni 

program we organize to keep you connected and are the 

gateway for new events. Clocktower Clubs, Tribe Art Show, 

Speakers Forum, Alumni Night at Wrigley, Spring Training 

in Mesa, Reunions, not to mention providing the Lane Tech 

Today alumni magazine. Membership dues are also the 

foundation for giving back to Lane Tech and its students. The 

Faculty Innovation Grant Program which will reach a quarter 

of  a million cumulate dollars this fall, and the Scholarship 

Program for seniors, which has reached over $160k in 

awards annually are programs that would not exist without 

your commitment.

Thank you for renewing your membership, as you make the 

LTAA possible. You get what you give, so how far that $20 

will go is really up to you. You belong to the finest alumni 

association around but the membership dues should not be 

the end of  your participation with us. Instead, it is merely the 

first step to supporting and giving back to what connects us 

all, being the fearless and bold alumni of  Lane Tech.

Go Lane Go!

With warmest regards,

Joanna Maciaszkiewicz Perez ’95 

Director of  Alumni Relations, LTAA

1940-1949
Lloyd L. Seltzer ’44 (2018)

Leslie E. Borris ’46 (1991)

Warren E. Mueller ’47 (2019)

Henry L. “Hank” Bauman ’49 (2019)

Paul L. Larson Jr. ’49 (2016)

Joseph A. Vodvarka ’49  (2019)

1950-1959
Dean L. Frelk ’50  (2018)

Charles Hammond ’50 (2019)

Roy E. Jasinski ’52  (2018)

Frank O. Kraus ’54  (2018)

Henry A. Moulton ’54  (2019)

Richard B. Cook ’55  (2019)

Ronald H. Julian ’55  (2018)

Don A. Salyer ’55  (2019)

Dr. C. Marvin Lang ’57  (2019)

Glen H. Summers ’57  (2019)

William M. Martz ’58  (2019)

John M. Faulhaber ’59  (2019)

Thomas J. Hoeppner ’59  (2019)

Steven N. Metzger ’59  (2019)

David B. Witt ’59  (2019)

1960-1969
Eugene J. Kozlowski ’60 (2008)

Rolf H. Larson ’62 (2019)

Michael F. Rapp ’62  (2019)

William R. Wurl ’62 (2019)

Gerald L. Hoff ’63 (2019)

John F. Garay ’65 (2019)

Andrew C. Witt ’65 (2019)

Donald C. Jager ’66  (2018)

Wayne J. Kaba ’68 (2016)

1970-1979
Haeok Lee ’75  (2019)

Ronald Smolka ’75  (2019)

David Barnes ’76  (2016)

Ronald B. Gibson ’76  (2019)

1980-1989
James R. Erickson ’84  (2017)

Celia Gomez-Serrano ’89  (2019)

DIRECTOR’S 
MESSAGE
Joanna Maciaszkiewicz  
Perez ’95
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By including the LTAA in your will, trust or retirement 
plan, you will make an ongoing commitment to 
connect the community of Lane Tech, support 
learning for students and alumni, and celebrate the 
history and heritage of the school we all hold so dear. 
For more information contact the Alumni Office.
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WALKING DOWN MEMORY LANE

On June 15th, track athletes from the classes of  
1971-1977 met at Lane Tech to celebrate the 45th 
Anniversary of  their State Championship, including 
the national record-setting mile relay team of  Kern, 
Klein, Newell and Carr, and to honor Coach William 
Lewis ’53, who passed away in 2017. Guests 
included Coach Lewis’ son Ken, who teaches 
history at Lane, current Lane track coach, Kris Roof, 
and two senior track athletes. Planning Committee 
Chair, Mike Pellikan ’77 shared, “It was great to 
see everyone, and we were fortunate that the rain 
held off  long enough for us to complete the tour 
of  the campus including the Memorial Garden and 
Stadium”. At the end of  the event, a scholarship was 
established and funded in memory of  Coach William 
Lewis for a 2020 Lane Tech senior track athlete… 

an exceptional way to get to the finish line!    

On June 8, 2019, the January and June classes of  
1949 joined to celebrate their 70th class reunion. 
There was time for socializing, viewing yearbooks and 
breakfast. In addition to the grads, family, and friends, 
the guests included Barbara Cook, former LTAA 
Director, George Haber, leader of  the Lane Tech ’49ers, 
and Fred Durler, Class of  ’57 and member of  the Lane 
Tech State Championship Baseball Team!

We had a few speeches, sang “Go Lane Go,” and 
took the obligatory class photo. The tour brought back 
many fond memories—thoughts of  our teachers, all 
gone now, and of  many of  our classmates who have 
preceded us filled conversations as we passed by 
classrooms, many of  which are now computer rooms, 
robotic areas, aquaponics, and who knows what else. 
Lane has changed…but so have we. 

Our Class of  1949 has suffered the pangs of  the great 
depression, five wars, assassinations, riots and even  
9/11, and yet we are the greatest generation! We have 
realized that tough times don’t last, but tough people 
do. We graduated from the “School of  Champions.” 

1974 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM

CLASS OF 1949
JACK LEESE ’49
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Julie Sulzen ’87 
The home and business of  alumna Julie Sulzen 

and her husband Dan Zamudio was recently 

featured in the “Logansquarist”. Their unique 

conversion of  a former airbrush factory into 

their home and gallery give new meaning to the 

timeless concept of  “living above the store”. Julie 

is an accomplished artist and an important part of  

Tribe, our annual student-alumni art show. Click 

here to enjoy the full story. 

Robin Washington ’75 
Robin has joined Wisconsin 

Public Radio as the host of  

“Hear Me Out” which airs 

on Fridays at 10 am. Robin 

has extensive journalism 

experience both in the 

Midwest and in Boston 

where he is still a member 

of  the editorial board of  the 

Boston Globe. His work  

with NPR and WPR has 

been acknowledged by  

the National Association  

of  Black Journalists, and  

he recently co-produced  

the WPR special, “The 

Alabama 35”.  

Robert Edward Pegel ’45 
Robert was honored by the Lake Geneva (WI) Yacht Club 

on July 5 with the dedication of  the Robert E. Pegel annex 

building. Bob was a member of  the club from 1955 until his 

passing in 2015. In addition to racing in the club, he served 

in many capacities and was best known for maintaining the 

race committee boat the “Flagship.” Bob was the son of  

Robert Emil Pegel ’22.   

Dennis M. Rome ’79 
Welcome home! Dennis  

M. Rome, PhD has been 

named Provost and Vice 

President for Academic 

Affairs at Northeastern  

Illinois University, beginning 

July 1, 2019. Rome has 

authored several books 

and forged an impressive 

academic career including 

his most recent role as Dean 

of  the College of  Letters 

and Sciences at Columbus 

State University in Columbus, 

Georgia. The LTAA wishes 

him well in this new  

endeavor. 

Nicole Granacki ’01
Nicole was recently named one of  

Chicago Scholars’ “35 Under 35 

Young Leaders Making an Impact”. 

Nicole’s work at the International  

Institute for the Education of  Students 

affects both the collaborative design 

of  programs at the IES, and the  

recruitment of  students, particularly 

those from underserved populations.      

To learn more about Nicole and  

Chicago Scholars click here.   
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https://logansquarist.com/2019/04/14/interiors-exteriors-life-in-a-factory/?utm_source=LoganSquarist+Newsletter&utm_campaign=cbd05879bf-RSS_WEEKLYEMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_227668207e-cbd05879bf10875197&goal=0_227668207e-cbd05879bf-10875197&mc_cid=cbd05879bf&mc_eid=da222cd1db
https://logansquarist.com/2019/04/14/interiors-exteriors-life-in-a-factory/?utm_source=LoganSquarist+Newsletter&utm_campaign=cbd05879bf-RSS_WEEKLYEMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_227668207e-cbd05879bf10875197&goal=0_227668207e-cbd05879bf-10875197&mc_cid=cbd05879bf&mc_eid=da222cd1db
https://chicagoscholars.org/35u35/nicolegranacki
https://chicagoscholars.org/35u35/nicolegranacki


The third annual student–alumni art 
exhibit will be on display at Lane Tech’s 
Gallery 2501 from September 12th through 
October 21st, with the artists’ reception 
scheduled for Thursday, September 19th 
from 3:30–7:30 pm. This intergenerational 
event has become a highly-anticipated 
celebration of the arts, and the shared 
heritage that all Lane Tech students and 
alumni enjoy. If you are interested in 
submitting your work for inclusion in the 
show, go to www.lanetechalumni.org/
events for an application. We encourage 
everyone to come out on September 
19th to demonstrate support for our 
intergenerational artists’ community. 
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2019 saw the distribution of the 

most scholarship money to the 

greatest number of students 

in the history of the LTAA 

Scholarship program!  $167,700 

was awarded to twenty-two  

students who are preparing to 

begin their college careers with 

a little less anxiety. For some, 

their scholarships will bridge 

tuition gaps, fending off student 

loan debt. For others, their 

scholarships may allow them 

to focus more on their studies 

and forgo work-study programs, 

or provide the financial means 

for them to travel home for the 

holidays. In every case, LTAA 

Scholarships are unique in that 

they are “family” gifts, donated 

by, or in honor of, Lane Tech 

alumni or faculty, with optimism 

in knowing the honor of Lane will 

continue through these talented 

young students. The next pages 

highlight the scholars who 

worked so hard. 

We wish this 2019 class of 

recipients all the best!

TRIBE VIBE

https://www.lanetechalumni.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1252232&group=


OUR SCHOLARS
Carlye Makuch 
Barnickol Scholarship honors Carl 

Barnickol who proudly served Lane 

Tech for over four decades as both a 

teacher of  Physical Education and as 

an Athletic Director. This scholarship 

is awarded to a student who has 

demonstrated success as both an 

athlete and a scholar.  

Jacqueline Zamora 
The LTAA Barbara Cook 

Scholarship honors former LTAA 

Executive Director, Barbara Cook 

and her service to the alumni 

community, including establishing this 

scholarship program. It is awarded to 

a student committed to Education as 

a field of  study and career choice.  

Marcin Pitera and  
Nyhriel Smith 
AVES Vocational Education 

Scholarship honors lifetime 

inventor, Fred J. Aves who developed 

several engineering products and 

innovations. His goal was to give 

talented students with significant 

financial needs the means to pursue 

a vocational/technical education.  

Kristine Poelsterl and 
Samantha Alvarado 
Class of 1962 – 55th Reunion 

Educational Scholarship is 

awarded to student(s) who 

demonstrate a commitment to 

excellence, exemplifies the  

“Honor of  Lane”, and embraces  

the responsibility of  alumni to  

come together and give back. 

Jonathan Cattan
The Walter Leibritz Scholarship 

was established by Mrs. Patricia 

Cherry to honor Lane alumnus and 

shop teacher, Walter Leibfritz. It is 

awarded to a student with a passion 

for and focus on technical education.

Radoslaw Chrzanowski
The Gurolnick Chemistry Scholarship, 

established by William Gurolnick ’48, and 

is awarded to a recipient demonstrating 

a passion for chemistry and who intends 

to pursue chemical engineering or 

disciplines of  chemistry as their field  

of  study. 

Mia Lipsitz 
The Kabot Art Scholarship was 

established by John Kabot ‘64 for 

students with a passion for the arts,  

and who are interested in pursuing  

an art major at an accredited  

college or university.     

Ravel Valdez
The Rozdolsky Scholarship was 

established by Terry Rozdolsky ’75, 

to benefit a student in good academic 

standing with special circumstances  

that have resulted in a significant 

financial challenge in pursuing their 

higher education goals. 

Brooklyn McDowell
The Harold D. Shepard Memorial 

Scholarship honors Lane alumnus 

Harold D. Shepard ’66, who attended 

DeVry University and then went on  

to work at IBM before starting his  

own business. This scholarship  

provides financial assistance to  

student with an interest in  

technology or entrepreneurship. 

Amartya Shah 
The LTAA Scholarship for 

Extraordinary Achievement was 

established by an anonymous donor to 

provide opportunity to a Lane graduate 

who is representative of  the values and 

standards that make Lane Tech the 

“School of  Champions”. It is awarded to 

a student who demonstrates academic 

achievement, and personal responsibility 

in spite of  tremendous challenges.   
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Martyna Akerman and 
Samantha Alvarado 
The Kolb STEM Scholarship for 

Women, established by Rich Kolb ’65, 

is awarded to graduating seniors with 

a passion for learning, and who are 

interested in furthering their STEM 

education at a community college or 

four-year college/university. 

Ina Kmiec and  
Sofia Rodriguez
The Pauline & Gerald Kutzman 

Scholarship honors Pauline Kutzman, 

mother of  1960 graduate Gerald 

Kutzman, Ph. D., and is intended to 

support Lane Tech students planning 

to attend either the University of  Tampa 

in Tampa, Florida or the University of  

Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg.

Evan Brown
The George Rico Scholarship was 

established In memory of  George Rico, 

a beloved Lane Tech music teacher 

and Choir Director for more than three 

decades. This scholarship is available to 

a graduate intending to enroll in higher 

education as a music student. 

Santiago Matias
The Mike Suttle Wrestling 

Scholarship was established by Mike 

Suttle ’66, whose time as a member 

of  the wrestling team at Lane had an 

enormous and positive impact on the 

course of  his life. This scholarship is 

awarded to a college-bound wrestler 

who has gone above and beyond in  

their commitment to the sport.

Rida Mansoor and  
Daniel Wong 
The Tom Wisniewski ’59 Memorial 

Scholarship was established by the 

family of  Tom Wisniewski ’59 in honor 

of  his commitment to family, and the 

value of  hard work. It is awarded to a 

student(s) who demonstrates scholastic 

ability, academic excellence, financial 

need and community/school service. 

Faizat Ajose,  
Renato Arteaga Jr.  
and  
Kristine Poelsterl 
The Coogan Scholarship  

for English Excellence  

honors Dr. Mary Jane Coogan,  

a devoted English teacher who  

taught at Lane Tech from 1969 

through 1987. It is awarded to  

an outstanding student(s)  

in English with a significant 

financial need.

Izabela Bilska 
The Roman Mudry Engineering 

Scholarship established by Della 

and Roman Mudry ’82 to benefit 

a student who has a passion for 

science, math, technology and 

vocational trades, and will pursue 

an engineering degree. 

THANK YOU It wouldn’t be possible 
without you! The LTAA thanks the following 
generous Scholarship Program donors:

William Andersen ’62

Anonymous

Fred J. Aves Vocational 
  Education Fund

Carol Ann and  
  Karl Barnickol ’59

Thomas and Suzan Bieszk

Ken Catalanotte ’67

Patricia Cherry

Class of 1962 –  
  55th Reunion Attendees

E. Ray Conroy ’57

John Couper ’64

James Ford ’60

William Gurolnick ’48

Randall and Janet Huebner

Mr. and Mrs.  
  John Kabot ’64

Richard Kolb ’65

Mrs. and Dr. Gerald  
Kutzman ’60

Amanda Lao ’88

Jerry Lindsey ’63

Peter Matic ’74

Charles Matz ’59

Della and Roman Mudry ’82

Tim Novak ’08

Lawrence Rabyne ’67

Melissa Reardon Henry ’80

David and Christine Rico

Eileen Rico

Terry M. Rozdolsky ’75

Graciela Scambiatterra ’87

Mark Shishida ’67

Wisniewski Family 
Foundation

Paula Sears and  
  Michael Suttle ’66

Jim Szczurek ’86

Mary J. Coogan  
  Scholarship Trust 

Harold Shepard ’66  
  and Family 

Toni Topalova ’08

Steven Tucker ’60

Walter Von Helms ’57

Alan Zimmer ’61

John Zwerg ’61
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“Find a group of people who challenge and 
inspire you, spend a lot of time with them,  
and it will change your life.” 
    – Amy Poehler

Passing between classes in 1956 


